
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Google Calculator 

Google is much more than an Internet search engine. Spend time exploring it and 

you will be surprised what it can do. A feature that I came across recently is 

the calculator. 

Enter a calculation you would like done in Google’s search box. Hit Enter or 

click the Google Search button and the result will appear below.  

 

 
 

What I find really useful though is the ability to calculate and convert 

units. You simply enter your query in the search box using the word ‘in’. For 

example, to convert New Zealand dollars to US dollars: 

 

 
 

Here are some other examples: 
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Clear or delete stored passwords 

Web browsers store passwords that you type in web sites forms using an "auto 

complete" feature that shows you what you have typed in the past so that you don't 

have to remember them. While the AutoComplete feature can be helpful, it can also 

compromise your security and privacy, because anyone who gains access to your 

computer can use stored passwords to log in to web sites or use special software to 

retrieve web site passwords stored as autocomplete data. You can remove passwords 

stored in your browser.  

How to delete stored passwords in Internet Explorer 

• Click the Tools menu. 

• Click Internet Options. 

• Click the Content tab. 

• Click the AutoComplete button. 

• Click Clear Passwords. 

• Click OK on each of the dialog boxes to close them. 

How to prevent Internet Explorer from automatically storing passwords 

• Click the Tools menu. 

• Click Internet Options 

• Click the Content tab. 

• Click the AutoComplete button. 

• Click to remove the checkmarks next to the User names and passwords 
on forms. 

• Click OK on each of the dialog boxes to close them. 

 

Internet Explorer 7 

This latest version of Internet Explorer is available for free download from 

http://www.microsoft.com/nz/windows/products/winfamily/ie/. Click the Get it 

now button. You may have already received it as part of Microsoft Windows XP 

updates. 

Drag Text With Your Right Mouse Button.  

Dragging selected text with your left mouse button moves that text to the 

place you drop it and deletes it from its original location. This is basically the 

same as using the Edit->Cut command to remove text, and the Edit->Paste 

command to paste text into a new location. Dragging text with your right mouse 

button instead provides some additional capability. When you drop the text (by 

releasing the button), a context menu appears displaying these commands:  

 

http://www.microsoft.com/nz/windows/products/winfamily/ie/


Two of the new features I like are: 

1. When a web page is too wide to print on A4 paper, whereas earlier 

versions of Internet Explorer would chop the right hand side off, IE7 will 

reduce the page to fit on the paper. 

2. If you want to open a new web page and keep existing ones open as well, 

you can do it without having to open Internet Explorer again. IE7 has 

tabs which allow you to switch instantly between pages or sites you have 

already opened. If you want to open a new page you click a blank tab at 

the right hand end and enter the new address on the address line– 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

As Internet Explorer 7 is quite different from previous versions, you should not 

upgrade your computer if you intend taking a SeniorNet Internet course. Our 

course manuals are written for IE6. 

 

Housekeeping 

It’s that time of the year when your computer may give problems with 

overheating. Check around the computer that nothing, including cables, is 

blocking the ventilation holes. There should be no obstructions within, say, 10 

centimetres of the vents. It’s also a good idea to use a vacuum cleaner to clear 

dust that may have accumulated. 

If the computer shuts down or crashes periodically, and is worse when the 

weather is warm and the ventilation holes are clear, it could be that the 

processor (CPU) is covered in an insulating layer of dust and fluff. It is also 

possible that the heat sink and fan which conduct heat away from the CPU may 

need attention. These are normally jobs for a computer technician. 

 

Microsoft Office 2007 

This product requires Windows XP or later. 

 

Quick ways to draw full page width lines !  

Type 3 hyphens or underscores on a blank line  

Press the Enter key on the keyboard  

The result is a single line stretching from margin to margin or indent to indent  

Try these other options:  

3 equal signs (===) results in a double line  

3 asterisks (***) results in a dotted line  

3 tildes (~~~) results in a wavy line  

3 hashes (###) results in a decorative line  

Web pages already open. Click a tab to instantly 
view that page 

Click this tab to 
open a new page 
or web site. 



To delete these graphic elements, either back space through the line or select 

the text either side of the line, and using the Borders button, apply No Border. 

This works for Word 2003 and Word 2007. I haven’t tested other products. 

 

Turn off error reporting 

Do you get annoyed by windows that pop up to tell you there is a problem with 

your computer and asking if you want to send a report to Microsoft? 

You can disable this. Double click the System icon in Control Panel. On the 

Advanced tab click Error Reporting and then select Disable error reporting. 

 

USB flash drives 

Because of the demise of the floppy disk, other options for storing and saving 

course files have been considered. As a result the committee has agreed to trial  

USB flash drives (also known as pen drives) in one course later this year. A flash 

drive will be lent to the student for the duration of the course. We may have to 

extend the use of floppy disks for those with older computers that don’t have a 

USB port. 

The club will purchase a quantity of 128MB drives for this purpose and it is 

expected there will be sufficient to on-sell to members for $20 each. 
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